The Bloody Assize
character, called the Clerk of Arraigns, rising in Court, and
the reporter sets out his speech at length, beginning thus:
CL of AT. Alice Lisle hold up thy hand [which she did],
Thou standest here indicted by the name of Alice Lisle of the
parish of Ellingham in the County of Southampton widow; .
for that thou as a false traitor against the most illustrious
prince James the Second etc., etc.
Now the old lady was very deaf, and probably did not
hear a word of it, and was spared the pain of learning that she
" was moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil" to.
her gracious acts of charity*   But these antique shapes of
ancient nonsense, which are cherished and used even to our
own day, were a necessary preamble to the trial.
At the end of the indictment the form ran :
CL of Af. How sayest thou, Alice Lisle, art thou Guilty
of the high-treason contained in the indictment or Not
Guilty ?
Lisle. Not Guilty.
CL of Ar. Culprit, by whom wilt thou be tried f
Lisle. By God and my country.
CL of AT. God send thee a good deliverance.
Though the last phrase of the old form is kindly, the word
" culprit " addressed to a prisoner seems unfair.   We do not
use it to-day, though we still place the prisoner apart in a
dock to show the jury that we think he probably is a culprit.
The jury were then chosen, and " it being a case of great
expectation and moment, the Lord Chief Justice ordered the
Sheriff to take care that a very substantial jury should be
returned of the best quality in the country."
Mr Mundy having formally opened the indictment of
high treason against the prisoner, Mr Pollexf en addressed the
jury* It was, as was customary in tho^e days, a prejudicial
speech from the prisoner's point of view. He reminded the
jury that the lady was a widow of Lisle " who was sufficiently
well known," and told them that John Hicks, whom she had
sheltered, was a conventicle preacher and one of the greatest
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